
Paul D. Biddinger, MD, 

FACEP is Director, Harvard 

School of Public Health Emer-

gency Preparedness and Re-

sponse Exercise Program; Sen-

ior Preparedness Fellow as well 

as the Vice Chairman for 

Emergency Preparedness in the 

Department of Emergency 

Medicine at Massachusetts 

General Hospital (MGH) in 

Boston. He is also the Medical 

Director for Emergency Pre-

paredness at MGH and at Part-

ners Healthcare.  Dr. Biddinger 

also serves as the Director of 

the Emergency Preparedness 

and Response Exercise Pro-

gram (EPREP) at the Harvard 

School of Public Health and 

holds appointments at Harvard 

Medical School and at the Har-

vard School of Public Health. 

At HSPH, Dr. Biddinger leads 

a team of preparedness experts 

and researchers who focus on 

developing exercises and asso-

ciated tools for both training 

and evaluation of public health 

emergency preparedness and 

response. Over the past decade, 

the team has conducted more 

than 100 preparedness exercis-

es, reaching an audience of 

over 8,000 public health and 

emergency response profes-

sionals. Dr. Biddinger chairs 

the Massachusetts Medical 

Society’s Committee of Pre-

paredness and serves as a 

medical officer for the MA-1 

Disaster Medical Assistance 

Team (DMAT) in the Nation-

al Disaster Medical  System.  

Next Meeting:  Global Health Threats and US 

Readiness with Dr. Paul Biddinger  
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When: Tuesday March 31, 2015 
Where: Denver Country Club (1st & 
Gilpin) 
Time: 6:00 - 9 p.m. (cocktails from 6:00 
– 6:45, followed by dinner/speaker) 

 

 RSVP: Reservations to 
Polly Cox by March 26th 

via pwcox@qwestoffice.net or 
call (303) 321-3231.  
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Member of the Quarter: Polly Cox 

DCFR Study Abroad Scholarship Recipient: 

Aubrey Mason of Colorado State University 

guage, cultural history 
of the Czech Republic 
and marketing in Cen-
tral Europe.  
Mason graduated from 
high school in Carbon-
dale, Colorado, and 
hopes one day to own 
her own business in 
equine breeding. 
The DCFR study 
abroad grant is award-
ed through a joint ef-
fort with CSU’s study 
abroad program office. 
The mission of this 
program is to reward 
and support undergrad-
uates who are from ru-
ral Colorado and thus, 

may require an addi-
tional incentive to 
study abroad. 
In December, Sue El-
len Charlton, Professor 
Emeritus in Political 
Science at CSU, 
awarded  Mason a 
check in the amount of 
$1,000 to support her 
studies. She was one of 
nine highly qualified 
candidates. 
We are thrilled to have 
selected Aubrey and 
wish her the best in 
Prague! 
  

Aubrey Mason is a stu-
dent in Colorado State 
University’s College of 
Agricultural Sciences, 
where she majors in 
Equine Science. Her 
minor field of study is 
Business Administra-
tion, and she served as 
a marketing intern for 
Coca Cola.   
During the spring 2015 
semester, she travel to 
Prague to study at the 
University of Econom-
ics. In addition to stud-
ying international fi-
nance, Mason will take 
attend courses in ele-
mentary Czech lan-
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Member of the Month —  

Polly Cox 

“The topics that are of 

most interest to me are 

those that are in the 

international 

headlines.” 

Aubrey Mason—
Recipient of the 

DCFR Study Abroad 
Award, 2014-2015 

Polly Cox plays an inte-
gral role on the board of 
DCFR as director of pro-
grams. She was delighted 
to join the DCFR in the 
80’s, as the original or-
ganizer, Dr. Ben Cher-
rington, was the reason 
she entered the field of 
international education. 
  
Polly is also on the Board 
of the Denver Branch of 
the English-Speaking Un-
ion (E-SU) and serves on 
its the National Board in 
New York City. She re-
cently retired from the 
Board of Sister Cities In-
ternational, where her fi-

nal assignment was 
Chair of the Nominating 
Committee. 
  
 Other interests include 
spending time with her 
husband, son, and 
daughter, traveling, hik-
ing with the “Lumpers” 
group; taking classes at 
the Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institute; and 
membership in the Mon-
day Forum and the Ec-
lectics 
  
Her most memorable 
DCFR experience in-
volves an event on a ter-

ribly snowy night, with 
a large expected attend-
ance signed up for the 
University Club. “We 
had members coming 
from Colorado 
Springs, Fort Collins, 
Boulder, and the metro-
politan area.  We 
thought, ‘We are going 
to have a huge group of 
no-shows,’ and - guess 
what - all but five 
showed up:  A nail-biter 
for sure.   
 
Our thanks to Polly for 
all she does for DCFR.  



Outreach Update: World Affairs Challenge 

Foreign Affairs Re-

solved: Gift Subscrip-

tions in Place 

 Many of our members 

have taken advantage of 

DCFR’s access to a 

group subscription to 

Foreign Affairs .  Unfor-

tunately, this access has 

been terminated by  the 

Council on Foreign Re-

lations.  For this year, 

DCFR has arranged a 

gift subscription for all 

those who expected to 

have discounted access 

to Foreign Affairs and 

you should expect your 

subscription to kick in 

this month.  Moving for-

ward, DCFR will not 

longer be engaged in 

this transaction.   

 

 

 

 

       

Individual Member-

ships in the American 

Committee (ACFR) on 

Foreign Relations Now 

Possible 

 As many of know, at 

one time DCFR was an 

organizational member 

of ACFR.  And while 

DCFR decided to step 

away from a formal as-

sociation with ACFR, 

Dr. Paul Viotti, DCFR 

Vice-Chair, has negoti-

ated the option of indi-

Member News and Notes 
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The World Affairs Challenge is 
a one-day, annual event which 
gathers Colorado middle and 
senior high schools into teams of 
up to eight students to partici-
pate in a day of competition, 
presentations, speakers, net-
working with international or-
ganizations.  
The theme for 2015 is The Glob-
al Gender Gap, which will be 
held at Regis University, March 
7, for high school students, and 
April 11, for middle school stu-
dents. 
The DCFR collaborates with the 
Center for Teaching Internation-
al Relations (CTIR) to provide 
participation grants to rural Col-
orado schools. 

The 2015 WAC recipients of 
three DCFR scholarships are: 
 West Grand High School in 

Kremmling, Colorado. 
WGHS will bring one team 
of either participating stu-
dents to WAC. This scholar-
ship amounts to $750, in-
cluding $100 honorarium for 
the sponsoring teacher. 

 Basalt High School in Bas-
alt, Colorado, which will 
bring two teams of either 
participating students each. 
BHS will receive two schol-
arships totaling $1,400 ($650 
and $650 each), also includ-
ing an $100 honorarium for 
the sponsoring teacher.  

WGHS and BHS may use these 
funds for participation fees, trav-
el to Regis University, lodging, 
or expenses related to prepara-
tion. The criteria for applying 
and award selection are: the re-
cipient institution must be a rural 
Colorado school; it must show 
financial need based on free/
reduced lunch percentage; and 
merit.  
 
If you are part of a university, 
corporation or nonprofit that is 
interested in developing tomor-
row’s global leaders, consider 
becoming a mentor or judge!  
Details can be found here: http://
www.worldaffairschallenge.org/ 

vidual membership for 

those interested in main-

tain ties to ACFR and 

maintain access to their 

well regarded national 

conference.  For more 

information, contact Dr. 

Viotti at prviot-

ti@gmail.com 

 

 

http://www.worldaffairschallenge.org/
http://www.worldaffairschallenge.org/


DCFR 

Josef Korbel School 

University of Denver 

2201 South Gaylord 

Denver, Colorado 80208  

Phone: 303-871-2550  

 

E-mail: 

member.services@denvercfr.org 

Founded in 1938 as a committee of the Council on Foreign Relations 

in New York, the Denver Council on Foreign Relations (DCFR) is 

incorporated as an independent, non-partisan, non-profit [(501(c)3] 

organization.  Our mission is to conduct informed, non-partisan dis-

cussions on foreign policy among citizens, community leaders and 

policy makers; to heighten public awareness and expand under-

standing of contemporary and emerging international issues, locally 

and regionally; and to stimulate inputs to policy makers, based on 

research and related activities, that reflect perspectives developed in 

Denver and the Rocky Mountain region.  We welcome participation 

via membership or, for those contemplating application, as a guest 

at any of our speaker events or collateral programs.  
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 April 16th -- Dinner Speaker 

Russell Schiebel 

Deputy Director | Office of the 
Special Envoy for Sudan and South 
Sudan (S/USSESSS) 

Topic: TBA 

@ The Denver Country Club  Mix-
er at 6pm, Dinner begins at 7pm 
Registration via Polly Cox at 
pwcox@qwestoffice.net or call 
(303) 321-3231 by April 14th 

 

March 31 -- Dinner Speaker:  

Paul Biddinger 

Harvard Medical School and Har-
vard School of Public Health 

Topic: "The State of the Global 
Health Challenge 

@ The Denver Country Club Mix-
er at 6pm, Dinner begins 
at 7pm  Registration via Polly Cox 
at pwcox@qwestoffice.net or call 
(303) 321-3231 by March 26th 

 

 

May 7th -- Global Leadership 
Award Dinner featuring:  

Ambassador Christopher Hill 

Dean of the Korbel School and 
author of  NYT Top 100 book 
Outpost. 

Topic: "My Life in Diplomacy 

@ The Denver Country Club Mix-
er at 6pm, Dinner begins 
at 7pm  Registration via Polly Cox 
at pwcox@qwestoffice.net or call 
(303) 321-3231 by May 4th 

  

Upcoming Events 

Visit us! www.denvercfr.org 


